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“This may be true or not, but the book is certainly a novel
production: In as much as it sets to prove what nobody has ever
denied.” (Modem review, calcutta, september 1919, p. 313)
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"Infact, it is a common place canon in muslims theclogy
that all the iti of which the ity is not strictly
proved, or which are in coniradiction either with the Quran, or
reason are not taken as genuine, we sympathise with the author
in his misspent labours.” (Same as early/ibid).
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There was however need of another English Translation of
the Holy Qura'n; complete with explanatory notes, which could
be recommended with confidence to the Muslims and Non
Muslims whose mother tongue is English or who found it easy

owing to there cultural ql or { inging, to

understand it better in English.

The author of such an exegesis has to expound the
Qura‘nic Text in terms acceptable to the scholars of the
Ahle-sunnat wal Jamaat, to avoid putting forward his own views
and ideas in the exegesis: to be fully conversant with the Arabic
Lexicon and rutes of grammer to aveid the apologetic approach
in the expounding the Qura'nic injunctions and institutions: to
have an implicit faith in the life after death and, the rewards and
retroactions promised in the Qura'n as divine pronouncements
instead of taking them merely as symbofical expressions: to

have studied all the classical and modern commentaries in
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depth; to be able to expound the significance of the Qura'nic
injunctions in regard to polygamy, slavery, dowry, executions of
the apostates, bood wits etc: fo hold the same belief about the
throne {arsh and kursi) the preserved tablet (loh-e-mahfooz)
jinne, angles, prophet hood, revelations (wahi) and the earfier
and final divine scriptures as entertained by the earliest
Muslims, and to have no qualms about the bodily lifting of Jesus
Christ to the higher regions. Taking all these factors in the
account the translation and the commentary of Abdul Majid
Caryabadi is undoubtedly unique and most acceptable among
all the exegetical renderings of the Holy Qura'n attempted so far
in the English [anguage.(Introduction to Tafseerul Quran)
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The Qura'n cannot be transiated..... The book is here

rendered almost literally and every effort has been made to
choose befitting language. Buf the resuit is not the Glorious

Qura'n, that inimitable symphony, the very sound of which
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moves men to tears and ecstasy. It is only an attempt to present
the meaning of the Qura'n and peradventure something of the
charm in English.
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Surat-ul-Asr

The Time: ClII

By the time1, verily man2 is in loss; but not those who
believe and work righteous deeds3 and enjoin upon each other -
the truth4 and enjoin upon each other steadfastness.$
Foot notes:

1. (through the ages, wherein man is the author of his
undoing) As'r s 'Any unlimited extent of time, during which
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people pass away and become extinct
(Who employs himself in acts of disobedience)

I.e. those whose inteflect and will both are attuned to

perfect ipli In the Ari ian phr , maral
choice is nothing but Will consequent or deliberation. ‘The
reason must be true and the Will right, to constitute good
Moral Choice and what the Reason affirms the Will must
pursue' (Aristotle's Ethics: W2, p.163)

le. true doctrine.
1.e. perseverance and constancy is good works and
righteousness.
Mohd Asad:
{1} Consider the flight of time!1 {2} Verily, man is bound to

lose himself {3} unless he be those2 who attain to faith and do

good works, ard enjain upon one another the keeping to truth

and enjoin upon one another patience in adversity.

Note: {1} The term ‘Asr’ denotes ‘time’ that is measurable,

consisting of a succession of periods (in distinction from dhar,

which signifies jmited time', without beginning or end: ie.

ime absolute’) Hence Ast bears the connotation of the passing

or the flight of the ime - time which can never be recaptured.{2].

Lit, "man is indeed i [a state of] loss, except those......" etc

Mohammad Marmaduke Wiltiam Pickthall :

{1} by the declining day, {2} Lot Man is in the state of loss,
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{3} save those who believe and do good works, and exhort one
another 10 truth and exhort one another to endurance,

Abdullah Yusuf Ali:

{1} By (the Token of } time, (through the ages) {2} Verily
Man is in loss, {3} Except such as have Faith and do righteous
deeds and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of
Patience and Constancy.
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The course of divorce of the dissolution of the marriage tie.

among ancient nations has been erratic. Some making it too
loose, others making it too tight Speaking sociologically, every
religion has be meet two ends on the sphere of marriage and
family - to raise the standard of morality and to sanctify the
marriage contract. But in practise some religions have become
100 fenient, others 1oo rigid. The Jewish law allows it as a matter
of no great concera. If husband finds ‘some uncleanness in her,
than let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her
hand and send her out of his house. And when she is departed
out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.’ (Ot
2411, 2)

Christianity on the other hand taking its stand on the
reported saying of Jesus: What therefore God hath joined
together let not man part asunder...... Whosoever shall put
away his wife and marry another, committetéh adultery aganst
her. (Mk. 10: 9, 11), and aiso upon the dictum of Paul: 'Let not
the wife depart from her husband? (1, Co. 7:10) has interdicted
divorce altogether. The Catholics hotd: ‘When the sacrament of

matrimony has been received by a man and a woman and
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ratied by their cohabitatins as husband and wife, their union
cannot be dissolved except by death. {CD. P. 477y

The climax was reached in the rules of the Roman Cathalic
Church.... (It} treats marriage as a sacrament and demands
indissolubility and unchanging fidelity." This is itself
unreasonable. Judaism takes account of the mutability of
human feefings. And for people when the chains of matrimony
become fetters: but the Catholic Church refuses the recongnise
any such change of feeling. The bonds of matrimony become
as heavy and galling as iron in which two people must languish
for the term of their natural lives." {Bauer, Women and Love, I,
P. 291) The Protestants allow it no doubt but only on such
grounds as are on comparatively rare occurrence-fornication.

Islam has steed its course midway between the two,
avoiding the extremes of either making divorce toe rigid or
banning it altogether or it making toa loose and frivolous. Islam
has adopted the only wise course open - that of imposing
certain conditions and limitations upon the right of the husband
to dissolve the matrimonial bond, the object of which is 'to
ensure that the husband was not acting in haste or anger and
that separation becomes inevitable in the interests of the
husband and the wife and the children' (Abdur Rahim, op.cit, p
336)
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