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PEACE AND BLESSINGS BE UPON THE BELOEVED &5

WHAT CAN YOU FIND IN THIS BOOK

All of us recite Salawat (also called Durood) upon the beloved
Prophet &£ in our prayers as well as outside of it. However, a vast
majority does not understand its meaning and the wisdom behind it.
This book explains the meanings and rulings of Salawat in the
simplest possible manner. In only half an hour of reading, you would
inshaAllah be able to learn some of the most beautiful aspects of
these words of love. The book covers the following important points:

1. Explanation of how
Allah swt and His
angels send Salawat

(Page 1)

6. Some rulings
regarding Salawat

(Page 12)

7. Virtues of sending
Salawat

(Page 14)

2. The right of the
Prophet upon the
believers

(Page 2)

5. Explanation of
important meanings of
Salawat

(Page 9)

8. The relationship
between the Prophet
and the believers

(Page 21)

NOTE

3. The meaning of
Salat and Salam

(page 3)

4. The method of
sending Salawat

(Page 4)

9. A letter from
Maulana-e-Rum
(added by editor)

(Page 23)

Information provided in yellow comment boxes throughout the book

is the commentary added by the translator.
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“ull wle {olnj di4ilgq alll
gL Tqalig ail gln igigle quall (Al

INDEED, ALLAH SHOWERS HIS BLESSINGS UPON THE
PROPHET, AND HIS ANGELS PRAY FOR HIM. O
BELIEVERS! INVOKE ALLAH’S BLESSINGS UPON HIM,
AND SALUTE HIM WITH WORTHY GREETINGS OF PEACE.

SURAH 33. AL-AHZAB, AYAH 56

Allah swt sends Salawat upon the Messenger

The meaning of Allah swt sending Salawat upon the Messenger &£
is that His blessings are abundant upon him. He praises him, gives
barakah in his matters, raises the mention of his blessed name, and
showers his mercy upon him.

Angels sends Salawat upon the Messenger i

The meaning of angels sending Salawat upon the Messenger £ is
that they have an extreme level of love for him and they keep
praying to Allah swt about him. They pray for his rank to be raised
by Allah swt more and more and his deen to be made successful.
They seek his prosperity and elevation to Al-Magam Al-Mahmood
(the highly praises status).
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When was this verserevealed

If one looks at the verses before and after this ayah, one can easily
understand that this was revealed at the time when the enemies of
Islam, being jealous of the growing spread of this clear faith, were
making false allegations against the Prophet £ in order to vent the
fury and envy in their hearts. In their wishful thinking, they thought
that through these lowly tactics, they would be able to nullify the
moral impacts of the supreme character of the Prophet £ because
of which Islam was spreading more and more everyday.

This was the situation when Allah swt revealed this ayah and told
the world that whatever the disbelievers, polytheists, and hypocrites
do to dishonor my Messenger £, their endeavors would be fruitless
because My favours are upon him and those angels that are deputed
to run the processes and systems of this world and maintain it are
also busy in his praise. They are on his side and are his alleys. What
can the enemies of My Prophet % ever achieve by condemning him
while | am on his side and my angels are busy in his praise too day
and night. They are praying to Allah swt to elevate his rank more
and more and to strengthen his deen.

What do the believers owe to the Prophet &

The other meaning of these words is: O people who have found the
guidance because of Muhammad £%; realize his status and fulfil the
rights of his this great favour upon you. You were wandering in the
darkness of ignorance; he gave you the light of knowledge. Your
moral and ethical values were the lowest; he picked you up and

Page 02



PEACE AND BLESSINGS BE UPON THE BELOEVED &5

developed you in to such lofty individuals that all the creation
became amazed and jealous of your standards and status. You were
lost in barbarism and misguidance; he decorated your lives with the
best civilization.

Believers! Realize this that the world of Kufr is against this noble
man only because of his favors upon you; otherwise he had not done
anything wrong to anyone at his personal level. For this reason and
for the sake of being a grateful servant, you owe this to him that
your love for him should far exceed the hate the upholders of
disbelief have for him. He is indeed the best of the creation and
deserves utmost love. The more they have dismay for him, the more
you should fall in love with him, and even more. The more they
condemn him, the more you should praise him, and even more. The
more they wish bad for him, the more well-wisher you should
become for him and make the same Dua for him as the angels do: O
Lord of both the worlds! Your Messenger £ has done great favours
upon us. O Allah, send your countless blessings and mercy upon him,
make his status higher than the highest in this world, and give him
more closeness to you than the closest in the hereafter.

The meaning of the word 'Salat’

In the ayah above, Muslims have been commanded for two things:
'Sending Salawat upon him' aile gl and 'sending salam upon him'
L@gihjigﬁLy.The word 'Salat' when mentioned along with 'Ala' contains
three meanings:

a To be attracted to someone, being attentive towards him with
love and being inclined towards him

e To praise someone
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e To make dua for someone.

When this word is mentioned about Allah swt, it is obvious that it
cannot carry the third meaning as Allah swt is not in need of
anyone. It would, inevitably, carry the first two meanings. However,
when this word is used for the creation, whether they are angels or
human beings, it would carry all three meanings. This would be a
means of expression for their utmost love, eternal praise, and
constant dua for mercy upon him. Therefore, the the command to
the believers to send Salawat upon him is to instruct them to fall in
love with him, praise him and make dua for him.

The meaning of the word 'Salam'’

The word 'salam' also has two meanings.

a To remain free of all adversities and shortcomings. The word
'Salamati' in Urdu language is used to convey this meaning.

a The second meaning is to be at peace with something or
someone and not in opposition to it.

Hence, the meaning of LoJ.Lqug.olw (sending Salams upon him) is that
we should make dua for his perfect 'salamati'. The second meaning
is that we should support him in the best manner we can, never
disobey his commands, and become his true follower.

The method of sending Salawat

When this command to send Salawat came down, several
companions asked the Prophet &%: O Messenger of Allah! You have
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taught us the method of saying the salam, i.e. saying the salam in
prayer: djlﬁjqujjlé.ojjg uuﬂll.mJId.l.Lc,olLuLII and also the method of salam
when we come to see y_OUE alll Jquoj Li dlile pllill. Please also teach us the
method of sending salawat upon you. In response to this
question,the Prophet #£ taught him various methods of sending
salawat. Some of them can be found below.

il aualjil Jig aualil wle ailn 194 1939 1 wleg 1639 il Jn galll
dlg udljl ol 4l 184 2026 (1 wilcg 2829 wle djlig 110 1103
1420 3103 i} @udlj]

O ALLAH, SEND SALAH UPON MUHAMMAD &% AND UPON THE
FAMILY OF MUHAMMAD £, AS YOU SENT SALAH UPON THE
FAMILY OF IBRAHIM, AND SEND BLESSINGS UPON MUHAMMAD
£ AND UPON THE FAMILY OF MUHAMMAD £ AS YOU SENT
BLESSINGS UPON THE FAMILY OF IBRAHIM AMONG THE NATIONS.
YOU ARE INDEED WORTHY OF PRAISE, FULL OF GLORY.
(NARRATED BY KA'AB IBN UJRAH R.A. AS MENTIONED IN SUNAN
ABI DAWUD 976 AND BOOKS OF HADITH)

This salawat with slight change of wording has been reported from
Ka'ab ibn Ujrah R.A. by the nobles Imams of hadith including
Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, Nasai, Ibn Majah, Ahmed
Ibn Abi Shaybah, Abdur Razzaq, Ibn Abi Hatem, and Ibn Jarir. A
report from Ibn Abbas R.A. also mentions the same though with
slight difference in wording.

- aedlyl T wle diln L4 Laijig aalgji wleg 1616 wle do gall
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[
.

dil . pudlil Jf qule &4l Loé aifjig aalgji wileg 1629 wule d)lg

120 1403

O ALLAH, BESTOW YOUR FAVOR ON MUHAMMAD £ AND UPON HIS WIVES
AND PROGENY AS YOU HAVE BESTOWED YOUR FAVOR UPON THE FAMILY
OF IBRAHIM. AND BLESS MUHAMMAD &% AND HIS WIVES AND PROGENY
AS YOU HAVE BLESSED THE FAMILY OF IBRAHIM, YOU ARE FULL OF PRAISE,
MOST GLORIOUS.

Some of the other reported wordings are as follows:

193 wle d)lig aualjil wle Giln 194 2839 Ui wleg 1836 wls o all
1120 2103 &l iollal yud @ualjil T wle 4411 Lo4 2636 Ul wleg

©
293 wle d)lig . @ualjil wile diln o4 dguvjg daic 1816 wle o all

oudljil e &4l Lo4 2830 i wleg

Commentary: Some versions of relevant ahadith mention the following
wording at end of this salawat:

Q4141c 14 Hilsillg

i.e. the teacher (narrating the hadith) is instructing his pupils to offer salam
too as he had taught them.
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©
aile [mile Lo4 2010 dig 2010 wile il pg .digyg .ililgln Jaal galll
1120 2103 dlil @udl |

Commentary:

Another form of salawat which has a similar wording as the salawat above is
reported in Sunan Abu Dawud (Book 5, Hadith 959):

Gudail pilig uuqul 0lolg Guluojil 2w e dil4jig dliosjq dilln adl Gall
3439 Loldg cLLv.II Aall dg3jl ng,ngJ.nJI JJlugJ.L'IJI olol dlgujg daif 2030
LnJLUJJDloﬁmandlmltgmmudﬁllnroﬂﬂlugJJJ|9ugng|mﬂhlm
l04 2634 1 leg 2614 wnle &)l Al 2120 3403 dlil oudljil I wnleg @ulji

130 403 &il @il Uf nleg ouljl e G451

O Allah, send Your grace, honour, mercy and blessings upon the leader of
the Messengers, the imam of the pious and the seal of the Prophets,
Muhammad £, Your slave and Messenger, the Imam of the good (and the
leader) of the good, and the Messenger of mercy.

O Allah, raise him to a station of praise and glory that will be the envy of
the first and the last. O Allah, send Your grace, honour and mercy upon
Muhammad &£ and upon the family of Muhammad £, as You sent Your
grace, honour and mercy upon Ibrahim, You are indeed Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious. O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad £ and upon the family
of Muhammad £ as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of
Ibrahim, You are Praiseworthy, Most Glorious.
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104 2039 (I le g 2019 e )l g 2036 | le g 2836 ale ln ,ﬁﬁl_ii
1119 1103 dil ollell d gudljil i g eudljil le G4l g duln

C
19 103 di] @il wle Gilb 194 1636 |1 wleg 2939 wle (o fall
10 2103 ] eudljil wle G4jl 194 1634 (1 wleg 203 wle d)lig

Commentary: The following wording is reported in Al-Adab ul Mufird (no.
641):

d)lig .@uljil Uig @uljil wile diln Lo4 12635 Ul wileg 2635 wnle dn fal
21020 wilE @3}ig /0umljil Uig oudljil ol G4l 184 2639 Ui 1leg 2636 le
audljil Jlg qualjil wle dg3jilos 2039 dl g

O Allah, bless Muhammad &£ and the family of Muhammad & as You
blessed Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. Shower blessings on
Muhammad #% and the family of Muhammad #% as You showered
blessings on Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. Show mercy to Muhammad
£ and the family of Muhammad & as You showed mercy to Ibrahim and
the family of Ibrahim.

Another commonly recited wording of the Salawat is as follows (as
reported in Sunan Abi Dawud 981):
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103§ 1 ke g 16l uill 193 e i Gl

O Allah, bless Muhammad &%, the Prophet, the one sent to the people who
did not have a book revealed for them before, and his family.

Explanation of the meaning of Salawat

All these wordings of the salawat are similar in meaning despite
slight differences in the wording. There are some important points
that are required to be understood in this relation.

1) Why do we invoke Allah swt to send blessings and not do so
ourselves:

The first thing to understand is that best method taught by the
Prophet &% for sending salawat upon him is to invoke Allah swt to
send salawat upon him. Some people who do not possess a firm
knowledge and do not have understanding of the meaning of these
commands quickly object that why should we ask Allah swt to send
the salawat when He is asking us to do so; rather than sending
blessings upon him directly, we ask Allah swt to do that! What they
do not understand is that we can never fulfil the rights of sending
Salawat upon him ourselves and can never do so in the best manner.
We are reliant on Allah swt for this. The Prophet &% taught us to
make a dua to Allah swt to send blessings and peace upon him.

Moreover, we cannot elevate the ranks of the messenger of Allah.
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Only Allah swt can do it. We can never repay the favors that our
master £ has bestowed upon us. Only Allah swt can give him the
reward he deserves. Whatever efforts we make for elevating his
mention and spreading his deen, we cannot be successful except
with the favour of Allah swt. It is only Allah with Whose mercy, the
love of the Prophet &% can reside in our hearts, otherwise Satan
knows so many ways of inspiring evil thoughts and deviating us from
loving him. May Allah swt protect us from that. In short, there is no
better way to fulfil the rights of sending Salawat upon the Prophet
&2 than making dua to Allah swt to send blessings upon him.

Moreover, the person who says | excepts his weakness

1639 le b gall
and inability to do justice with sending Salawat upon the Messenger
&£, He cries to Allah in helplessness: O Allah, | am unable to fulfil
the right of sending Salawat that | owe upon the Prophet &% O
Allah, please You Youself send the blessings upon him in Your own
lofty ways. O Allah, I make myself available to any service that this

right of the Prophet #% demands from me!

2) Meaning of blessings upon the Aal:

The kind nature and gentleness of the Prophet &% did not like this
dua to be exclusive reserved for him alone; rather he included his
wives, his offsprings and his Aal in this dua too. The meaning of
wives and offsprings is self-explanatory. As far as the word 'Aal' is
concerned, it should be understood that it does not just mean his
family. Rather it includes everyone who follows his blessed
footsteps and becomes his follower. From the Arabic linguistic
perspective, there is a different between 'Aal' and 'Ahl'. 'Aal’
iricludes all those people who are helpers and followers whether
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they belong the same family or not. Whereas, the word 'ahl' is used
for all those people who are one's relatives, irrespective of whether
they support and follow him or not.

In Quran, there are 14 places where the word 'Aal Al-Firaun' (the
'Aal' of Pharoah) is used. At none of those places the meaning was
the family of pharoah. It was used for all those people who were his
helpers against Musa A.S. (for example read Surah Bagarah:49-50,
Surah Aal Imran: 11, Surah Al-Aaraf:130, Surah Al-Momin:46).
Therefore, all those people are excluded from 'Aal' who are not upon
the way of the Prophet &%, even if they are a part of the family of
the Prophet #2. On the other hand, all those people are included in
the 'Aal' who follow the footsteps of the Prophet &% even if they are
not even any distant relatives of the Prophet #2. Having said that,
those from the family of the Prophet #% who also follow him and
love him are undoubtedly and most-deservingly from his 'Aal'.

3) Why same blessings and barakah as Ibrahim A.S.?

In most of the Duroods that the Prophet &% has taught, there is dua
for the Prophet &% and 'Aal' that they may receive a favour of the
same nature as the favour bestowed upon Ibrahim A.S. and his 'Aal'.
A lot of people have found this aspect difficult to understand. The
scholars have come up with various explanations for this but none of
those explanations are appealing. According to me, the correct
interpretation (and the real knowledge is with Allah) is that Allah
swt bestowed a special mercy and favour upon Ibrahim A.S. that He
did not bestow to anyone else - all the people who consider
Prophethood, Revelation, and the Book to be the sources for
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acquiring guidance unanimously consider Ibrahim A.S. to be their
leader - irrespective of whether they are Muslims, Christians, or
Jews. In the light of this, the objective of the prayer of the Prophet
&2 was that just like Ibrahim A.S., no one should be left out from
believing in his prophethood. [May Allah swt accept us to exert
ourselves with everything we have to work for this mission].

Ruling regarding sending the salawat

There is a unanimous agreement among the scholars that sending
Salawat upon the Prophet &% is a sunnah at all times, and sending
Salawat when his name is mentioned is Mustahabb (preferred,
liked), especially in prayer in which it is highly desired (masnoon).
This matter also has an Ijma (consensus of Muslim scholars) that it
is obligatory to send Salawat upon the Prophet £ at least once in
one's lifetime as Allah swt has clearly commanded that. The
following is an overview of some differences in scholarly views
regarding this matter:

& Imam Shafi believes that when one sits for Tashahud in the last
rakah of the salah, it is obligatory to send Salawat. If someone does
not do that, his prayer is not valid. From the companions, Ibn
Masood R.A., Ibn Umar, Jabir Ibn Abdullah, from the tabi'een Ash-
Sha'bi, Imam Muhammad Baqgir, Muhammad Ibn Kaab, Quradhi, and
Mugatil Ibn Hayyan, fom the Fugaha, Ishag Ibn Rahwiyyah and in
the later times Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal also held this opinion.

According to Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Malik, and majority of

scholars, it is obligatory to recite Salawat only once in the life time.
It is like the Shahadah. Whoever declares it even once in his life
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(i.e there is no god but Allah and Muhammad % is his Messenger),
has fulfilled his responsibility. In the same manner, the one who
recites the Salawat upon the Prophet #% even once in his life time,
he has fulfilled what is obligatory upon him and after that it is not
obligatory anymore.

2 Another group of scholars considers offering Salawat during
prayer to be mandatory, however, they do not associate it with
tashhud. Some scholars consider it obligatory to recite Salawat
every time one makes dua. According to other scholars, it is
obligatory to recite Salawat whenever the name of the Prophet £ is
mentioned. Some say that if someone is in a gathering where the
name of the Prophet #£ is mentioned several times, it is not
obligatory to recite Salawat every time if one has recited them once.

It is to be noted that all the above differences are only related to
wujoob (meaning 'obligation' - i.e. when would one become sinful
for not reciting the Salawat). As far as its virtues are concerned and
the belief that sending Salawat upon the Prophet &% is an act of
great reward, the whole ummah agrees to it and there is no
difference of opinion regarding on this matter. Not even the person
with the slightest level of Iman in his heart would disagree with this.
In fact, the Salawat naturally flow out of one's heart if he has the
realization that after Allah swt, it is Prophet Muhammad &£ who is
our biggest benefactor. The more Iman one has in his heart, the
greater he would realize the favours of the beloved Prophet #%. And
the more he would realize his favours, the more Salawat he would
send upon him. Hence sending of Salawat upon the Prophet £ is a
criteria through which the level of Iman in one's heart and the
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level of his appreciation for the favours of the Prophet &% can be
assessed.

Virtues of sending Salawat upon the Prophet

Because of the above reasons, the Prophet & said:

ile il L ayle ini d4illgll Jji @l dUn il win o

WHOEVER SENDS SALAWAT UPON ME, THE ANGELS DO NOT STOP
SENDING SALAWAT UPON HIM AS LONG AS HE DOESN'T STOP SENDING
SALAWAT UPON ME. (TAKHREE) UL MUSNAD 15680 - HASSAN)

s aile dlll ln daalg yile ln §o

IF ANYONE INVOKES BLESSING ON ME ONCE, ALLAH WILL BLESS HIM TEN
TIMES.” (SAHEEH MUSLIM 408)

The following version of the above hadith provides an additional context

which brings happiness to the believers as it made our beloved happy:

0di a3 chy olwg aule all vl all dguig G el e daib yui i all 2ic G
(i g yilif ] " L . d@3g yd el gl L il a@dg g unjiillg
Al g [jsixe aile diln ] i dile lng U dif dunjj Lof dgdi & gl 1934 L

" [t il &gl B i dlile

It was narrated from Abdullah bin Abi Talha, from his father, that: The
Messenger of Allah (8%) came one day with a cheerful expression on his
face. We said: "We see you looking cheerful (O Messenger of Allah #£&)".
He said: "The Angel came to me and said : 'O Muhammad &%, your Lord
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says: 'Will it not please you (to know) that no one will send salah upon you

that | will send salah upon him tenfold, and no one will send Salams upon
you but | will send Salams upon him tenfold?™ (Sunan an-Nasa'i 1283 -
Hassan)

The additional rewards mentioned in this relation can also be seen in the
hadith below:

jite aile lll (il daalg dila le (il ig " ,mwgmummlnuumgwmm
uhpp.ucu] {adjgq uhlha}ummﬁuhag dlgln
"The Messenger of Allah (£%) said: "Whoever sends salah upon me once,

Allah (SWT) will send salah upon him tenfold, and will erase ten sins from
him, and will raise him ten degrees in status." (Sunan Nasai 1907 - Saheeh)

dUn il p@jiai doludll gy yu wlill (i

ON THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT, THE CLOSEST TO ME WOULD BE THE ONE
WHO SENT THE SALAWAT THE MOST

dile Jaj 4la daic 43 4o gl duadl

THE MISER IS ONE IN WHOSE PRESENCE I AM MENTIONED AND HE DOES
NOT SEND SALAWAT UPON ME.

Also consider the narration below (Sunan Ibn Majah 908 - Daif):

il Gy i il G0y o olg aile ll ol ol gu 12

The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “Whoever

forgets to send blessings upon me, he has missed a path to Paradise.”
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It is also important to note that the Salawat that we send upon the Prophet
2 are conveyed to him. Consider the following narrations in this relation:

A1l @ aud sl g1 Saolil Yadi o il " phwg aule alll nln alll dgub; il
A4illn {la g Al do yile lgjidla daghll adg diaill weg gud wdg
Uglodi doji Adg dile Liilln pajai i alll dguj Lilgil JId . " ile angjag

eligifl 3Lusdi j e 0 g je alll )" dldia .

The Prophet (2%) said: Among the most excellent of your days is Friday; on
it Adam was created, on it he died, on it the last trumpet will be blown, and
on it the shout will be made, so invoke more blessings on me that day, for
your blessings will be submitted to me. The people asked: Messenger of
Allah, how can it be that our blessings will be submitted to you while your
body is decayed? He replied: Allah, the Exalted, has prohibited the earth
from consuming the bodies of Prophets. (Sunan Abi Dawud 1047 - Saheeh)

This message can also be seen in the hadith below:

bo righti il yud dualive 4iilo all §]" olwg aule all yln all guij L6
" ,olludlm.l.ol
"The Messenger of Allah (&%) said: 'Allah (SWT) has angels who travel

around on Earth conveying to me the Salams of my Ummah." (Sunan an-

Nasa'i 1282 - Saheeh)

According to some narrations (e.g. Saheeh Ul Jami 1207), angels mention
the name of the person sending the Salawat and also the name of his
father. Let us take this opportunity at this very moment to get our name
and the name of our father to be presented in front of our beloved.

dolidll og) daic ajaall edall dljifg 1939 wle o ALl
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O Allah, confer blessings upon Muhammad £ and bestow upon him the
station of proximity with You on the Day of Judgement.”

Salawat and the intercession of the Prophet #&:

Several ahadith indicate the linkage between the Salawat of the beloved
Prophet £ and his intercession. We are all in very much need of it on the
day when we will be all looking forward to be saved from the hell-fire and
get entered into Jannah. Consider the narrations below:

,o.l.v.owIJI" dgm,ohugmlcuﬂlmlnmﬂlp.muml,g}oimuﬂlmuﬁ

Jh.cuoll.vJJIer.LuJanJIerqunL‘nnLuuluuglluﬂIghu,oJIJJJJLLmJuJJ.c
" uLLmuIIu.llcuhuJuugJIerLIhu {0 g2 lif Goéi i g3jig alll

Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr: that the Messenger of Allah (#%) said: "If you
hear the Muadh-dhin (calling the adhan), then say as he says. Then send
Salat upon me, because whoever sends Salat upon me, Allah will send Salat
upon him ten times due to it. Then ask Allah that He gives me Al-Wasilah,
because it is a place in Paradise which is not for anyone except for a slave
from the slaves of Allah, and | hope that | am him. And whoever asks that |
have Al-Wasilah, then (my) intercession will be made lawful for him." -
(Jami Tirmidhi Book 49, Hadith 3974 - Saheeh).

(fielad a4 e (] ding e A ia yile wnln d9 22 ol gubj L
dlidil ogj

Messenger of Allah £ said, “Whoever confers blessings upon me ten times
in the morning and ten times in the evening will gain my intercession on the
Day of Judgement.” (At-Tagheeb Wal Tarheeb 1/314 - Hassan)
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Also consider the following narrations that highlight the virtue of Salawat:

aumumuﬁnolroluwdajloﬂdluml%#uﬂldgwmmjmlmuuluz
ulLogUJIg uJ.Log.UJI e dng ngng daic 1629 wle o gall diled g ddil
dlaiig (64 (i ljia uog,o]l p.wu.l 1 ldq dg4j LmJLu dlolingllg u.LOlI.lLO.”g

an_JI
Sayyiduna Abu Said Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that
the Messenger of Allah &% said, “Whichever Muslim does not have anything
to give in charity should say, ‘O Allah, confer blessings upon Muhammad,
your servant and your Messenger, and confer blessings upon the believing
men and the believing women, the Muslim men and Muslim women.’ This
shall be a charity for this person.” He further said, “The believer is never

satiated with acts of righteousness until Paradise becomes his abode.”
(Sahih Ibn Hibban 903 - Daif)

The more time we set aside for sending Salawat upon our beloved Master
&2 the better it is for us as we learn from the hadith below.
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Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka’b (may Allah be pleased with him) says, “I asked,

‘O Messenger of Allah, | wish to confer blessings upon you in abundance.
How much of my time set aside for supplication should | devote to this
purpose?’ The Noble Prophet &% replied, ‘As much as you wish.” | asked, ‘A
fourth?” The Noble Prophet &% replied, ‘As much as you wish, and if you
make an increase therein it shall be better for you.” | further enquired, ‘A
half?” The Noble Prophet #% again said, ‘As much as you wish, and if you
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make an increase therein it shall be better for you.” | asked, “Two thirds?’
The Noble Prophet & replied, ‘As much as you wish, and if you make an
increase therein it shall be better for you.” | said, ‘I shall devote all my time
to conferring blessings upon you.” The Noble Prophet #£ said, ‘In that case,
all your worries will be removed and your sins will be forgiven.”” (Shub ul
Iman 2/686 - Hasan)

It would be such a great loss for a person that when such big reward is
available for sending Salawat upon the Prophet #% and he still doesn't
benefit from it. In the hadith below, Jibril A.S. made dua against the people
who don't utilize the three big opportunities of gaining great reward and

closeness to Allah swt.
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Abu Huraira reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him,
ascended the pulpit and he said, “Aameen, Aameen, Aameen.” It was said,
“O Messenger of Allah, you ascended the pulpit and said Aameen, Aameen,
Aameen.” The Prophet said, “Verily, Gabriel came to me and he said:
Whoever reaches the month of Ramadan and he is not forgiven, then he
will enter Hellfire and Allah will cast him far away, so say Aameen. | said
Aameen. Whoever sees his parents in their old age, one or both of them,
and he does not honor them and he dies, then he will enter Hellfire and
Allah will cast him far away, so say Aameen. | said Aameen. Whoever has
your name mentioned in his presence and he does not send blessings upon
you and he dies, then he will enter Hellfire and Allah will cast him far away,
so say Aameen. | said Aameen.” (Saheeh Ibn Hibban 915 - Saheeh)
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Can we send Salawat upon anyone?

Can one use the words like, {jllg il U 4l or elwg alc all yiln for any-
one other than the Prophet #% too? According to majority of
scholars, Allah swt and His messenger can do that, however, it is not
allowed for anyone other than them.

Consider the hadith below in which the Prophet &£ sent Salawat upon a
woman and her husband. Other traditions indicate that the Prophet & sent
Salawat upon several other people too. However, this was specific to him

and we are not permitted to do so.
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Narrated Jabir ibn Abdullah: A woman said to the Prophet (2%): Invoke
blessing on me as well as on my husband. The Prophet (&%) said: May Allah
send blessing on you and your husband. (Sunan Abi Dawud 1533 - Saheeh)

It has been an established practice of Muslims that they use Salat
Wa Salam only for the Prophets. Accordingly, we should refrain
from using the wordings of Salawat for anyone other than the
Prophets. It was for this reason that once Omar Ibn Abdul Aziz
wrote a letter to one of his officials in which he reprimanded the
preachers who were sending the 'Salawat' upon their associates in
the same manner as the Muslims send Salawat upon the Prophet &,
In his letter, he instructed the officials to stop anyone from such a
practice and allow the words of Salawat to be used only for the
Prophets. For general people, the dua would suffice (Rooh ul
Ma'ani). The majority of the scholars also hold the opinion that the
words olwg aule alll aln €an only be used for Prophet Muhammad 5.
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The relationship of the believers with the
Prophet &

02l 0 Guiogall gl il

THE PROPHET IS CLOSER TO THE BELIEVERS THAN THEIR OWN SELVES.
(SURAH AHZAB, AYAH 33)

The type of relationship that the Prophet &% has with the believers
and the believers have with the Prophet &£ is of a special superior
status. No other relation can even have a slightest similarity to the
type of relation between the Prophet &% and the believers.

The Prophet &% is more loving and concerned about the believers
than their own parents. He is a bigger well-wisher for them than
they themselves. It is possible that their own parents, wives, and
children can cause them a harm; be selfish with them; make them
deviate from the path; facilitate them in sin; and push towards the
hell (as a result); however, the Prophet &% would only tell them
what is beneficial for them. They can themselves earn misery for
themselves and do their own loss, but the Prophet &% would only
guide them towards that which would earn them the real success in
this world and the next.

When the matter is such, then it is a responsibility of the believers
to love him to the utmost too and consider their relation with him to
be higher than their relation with their mother, father, children and
every one else. They should love him more than they love any other
thing in this world. The Prophet &% should be dearer to them than
there own lives. They should give preference to his opinions on
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their own, and his decisions on their own. They should surrender
themselves in front of his every command and order without even a
second thought. It is this message which the Prophet #£ has
conveyed in the following hadith which appears in Saheeh Bukhari
and Saheeh Muslim with slight difference in wording.
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ANAS IBN MALIK REPORTED: THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH, PEACE AND
BLESSINGS BE UPON HIM, SAID, “NONE OF YOU HAVE FAITH UNTIL | AM
MORE BELOVED TO HIM THAN HIS CHILDREN, HIS FATHER, AND ALL OF THE
PEOPLE.” (SAHEEH MUSLIM 44)

©
In short, sending Salawat and Salam upon the Prophet &% is not only
allowed, but it is an act of great virtue. This can be conveyed in
Arabic as well as other languages. It can be in the form of poetry as
well as prose. However, it should not be sung on the tunes of the

songs of immoral people as it is disrespectful to the lofty status of
this act.
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A letter to you from Maulana-e-Rum

Muhammad 25 broke many idols in The world, so That
people could say "Ya Babb!

[ it had ot been Tor Muhammad s 5 eflorTs, you also
would have worshiped idols (ke your anceslors.

This head oT yours has escaped Trom prostraling To idols, so
that you may recognize his claim ( of gratitude ) upon The
humanity!

[t you speak, Talk about gratitude Tor this liberalion, so that
ffe may also Tree you from The inward idol

Because he £ Treed your head Trom (worship of) idols,
you should also liberale your hearT by means of that power.
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